
 

 
 

BRADFORD DRIVEWAY ACCESS STANDARDS 
 

 

A. ROAD FRONTAGE REQUIREMENT: The property must have 250 feet of road 

frontage for driveway installation. Access to a lot must be over its own frontage. 

 

B. NUMBER: No more than two driveway entrances shall be constructed from any one 

street to any one property, unless frontage along that street exceeds 500 feet. When 

the frontage exceeds 500 feet, no more than three driveways shall be constructed. 

C. LOCATION: The location shall be selected to protect the most adequate degree the 

safety of the traveling public. The driveway shall be at least 50 feet from the nearest 

street intersection. 

 

D. SITE DISTANCES: 200 feet site distance in each direction. 

E. WIDTH: The driveway shall have a minimum traveled surface width of twenty feet 

(20’) at the driveway’s intersection with the street serving the lot at a distance of 

twenty feet (20’) back from the edge of the traveled surface of the street serving the 

lot. The driveway will have a minimum 12 feet (12’) finished surface. Driveways 

greater than 150 feet (150’) shall be equipped with a suitable turn around area for 

emergency vehicles and will require the Fire Chief’s approval. 

 

F. GRADE: The grade of the entrances and exits shall be constructed to slope down and 

away from the Town street surface for a distance equivalent to the existing Town street 

ditch line. The grade of the driveway shall be level to Town street for twenty feet 

(20’). When the entrances and exits are concrete or paved with asphalt or tar, the 

minimum rate of slope shall be 3/8” per foot – for all other surfacing, the slope shall be 

a minimum of 1/2” per foot. Any future maintenance to the driveway access shall meet 

the minimum rate of slope described above. 

 

G. PAVED APRON: Driveways that abut paved streets shall be constructed with paved 

aprons that shall be as wide as the driveway and at least five feet (5’) in depth as 

measured perpendicularly from the edge of the street pavement (and deeper, if deemed 

necessary by the Road Agent) and the thickness of the paved apron shall be minimally 

3 inches (3”). The paved apron shall be constructed in such a way as to protect the 

edge of the street pavement from deterioration. 

H. DRAINAGE: The driveway shall not interfere with the street’s drainage. Drainage 

from the driveway shall not interfere with the street providing access or with abutting 

properties. Where necessary, culverts, water bars, ditches, and other drainage 

structures shall be installed to ensure adequate drainage of the street and to prevent 

excessive drainage from the driveway onto the street providing access or onto 

abutting properties. Culverts shall be HP Storm-Dual Wall-PP Pipe and at least 15 

inches (15”) in diameter, and larger if considered necessary by the Road Agent, or 

Acting Road Agent. A minimum of 12 inches (12”) of fill shall be placed over 

culverts. 

 



 

 
 

I. STEEP SLOPES: The driveway design and construction shall comply with the 

provisions of the Zoning Ordinance. Driveways shall not be located in areas of slopes 

25% or greater with a minimum elevation change of 20 feet (20’). 

J. WETLANDS: The driveway design and construction shall comply with the 

provisions the Zoning Ordinance. Driveways shall not be located in Wetlands or 

Wetland buffers. 

 

K. SHORELAND of LAKES, PONDS and STREAMS: The driveway design and 

construction shall comply with the provisions of the Zoning Ordinance. Driveways 

shall not be located within the 50-foot waterfront buffer. 

L. FLOOD PLAIN: The driveway design and construction shall comply with the 

provisions of the Zoning Ordinance. 

 

M. DRIVEWAY SETBACK: For purposes of snow removal, general maintenance, 

and protection of abutters, no driveway shall be constructed closer than 10 feet 

(10’) from abutting property lines. 

 

N. EROSION CONTROL: Erosion control measures to manage stormwater drainage 

shall be designed and constructed to protect the Town street or state highway 

providing access and as well as abutting properties. Stormwater drainage control 

systems shall be designed and constructed to ensure adequate drainage of stormwater 

away from and off the streets. Erosion control measures shall be designed and 

constructed to control sediment and retain it within the lot being developed for the 

driveway. 

 

O. DRIVEWAYS for NON-RESIDENTIAL or MULTI-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL 

PROJECTS: Driveways providing access for multi-family residential or non-residential 

projects shall be designed to conform with good engineering practice using the 

NHDOT Manual, Administrative Rules for the permitting of Driveways and Other 

Accesses to the state highway System as a guide. Driveways for non-residential or 

multi-family residential uses shall be reviewed as part of the Site Plan Review process 

for establishment of those uses. 

 

P. ADDRESSING: Upon issuance of a 911 address a street address number will be 

placed at the end of the driveway visible from the road. 

 

Q. ENFORCEMENT: These standards shall be administered by the Select Board or their 

designee. Any violation of the standards will make the applicant subject to penalties 

and or fines per Bradford’s rules (RSA 676:17 fines and penalties, $275) 

 

R. The applicant is responsible for any damage to town roads and the cost of restoration.  

 
 


